How to Plan the Perfect Wedding Celebration!

Answer a few simple questions and follow these easy steps to determine which vendors are most important to you.  We’ll show you how adjust your budget to get the most for your investment.  

Important note:  you SHOULD NOT hire any vendor until you’ve reserved your ceremony and reception venue.  If you are unable to reserve these locations, you may have to change your date.  If you change your date and you’ve booked any vendors, they may not be available on your new date.  Avoid this situation…get your location then follow the guidelines below.
Step #1:  What is your total budget?  How much are you and/or anyone else willing to invest in your wedding and reception?  Place this amount and the number of guests attending at the bottom of your budget planner.  

Step #2:  Prioritize each product and service (P&S) according to which is most important to you.  Place the #1 in front of the single most important P&S.  Place the #2 in front of the next most important P&S until every P&S you are considering has a number in front of it.  You may add additional products and services to this list.  Place nothing in front of the products and services you will not be using.  Since we’re using “Excel” you may now sort according to priorty and your P&S’s will rearrange themselves according to what is most important to you.  See sample below.

Step #3:  Estimate how much you would like to invest on each product or service.  You may go to different websites that estimate costs for different P&S.  We’ve taken all the estimates from http://www.partypop.com/budget_calculator.htm?state=AZ and aligned them with our planner.  When estimating, you should allow more for the P&S’s most important to you.  Place an amount for each product and service you are considering under the heading “Budget”.  The total amount of your “Budget” should not exceed your total budget listed at the bottom.  Feel free to slightly adjust the estimates to make your budget work.  The other tabs at the bottom of our planner will assist you drawing up a time-line of events, song selections for your traditional events and ideas for music throughout your wedding celebration.

Step #4:  Start interviewing the #1 priority P&S.  If you’ve seen or heard something you’ve really enjoyed at a previous event, ask for their name and number.   When calling on them, your first question should always be, are you available for my date and time?  If so, schedule a time to meet with them.  Try to schedule a time and place where all the decision makers can be present.  This will allow everyone involved in the decision making process to get all the facts from the source so an informed decision can be made.  

Note:  Every question and concern should be addressed by the professional you are interviewing.  They should ask probing questions that address all your concerns that will accomplish all your objectives.  They should take careful notes and offer you a copy of those notes for you to confirm at an appropriate time before your event, allowing plenty of time to make any changes necessary.  

Here’s how you can get the most for your money.  Once you’ve found exactly what you’re looking for, don’t worry if the investment is more than you’ve budgeted.  GET IT while it’s still available!  Write in the “Actual Amount”, and write the difference amount you’ve invested in the “Over/Under” column.  Take a look at your lower priority P&S’s and see if you can cut-back or eliminate the amount allotted for them.  Keep adjusting the lower priority P&S’s as you work down your list.  This will allow you to have the best of what’s most important to you as you adjust or eliminate the P&S’s that don’t mean as much to you.  See sample below.
Step #5:  Repeat Step #4 with the next highest priority P&S and continue to repeat this step until you have everything you want or need. 

A final note:  We have assisted over 8000 brides and would be thrilled to guide you through this entire process.  If you hire Just Weddings there is no fee for this service – a $500.00 value.  It is just one of the many benefits you will receive by doing business with a true professional.  You can save $350.00 or more by Scheduling a FREE consultation or call 623.780.4855.  During your free consultation, we will ask you a series of questions, assist you in music selections, address all your concerns as we design an agenda/itinerary specifically for you and your wedding day.  
Sample:

This couple had their ceremony and reception at the same location.  Ceremony set-up and catering was included in their package.  They had their bridesmaids and groomsmen purchase/rent their own dresses and tuxedos.  They chose not to include their wedding rings or honeymoon in their budget. 

	Priority
	Item
	Budget
	 Actual 
	 Over/Under 

	1
	Reception music (Band, DJ or other)
	$1,750.00 
	$3,000.00 
	$1,250.00 

	2
	Photographer
	$1,750.00 
	$2,500.00 
	$750.00 

	3
	Wedding Gown  (veil and accessories)
	$750.00 
	$1,000.00 
	$250.00 

	4
	Ceremony music
	$250.00 
	$400.00 
	$150.00 

	5
	Reception location
	$3,000.00 
	$7,000.00 
	$4000.00

	6
	Videographer
	$1,500.00 
	$1,550.00 
	$50.00 

	7
	Clergy or Officiant
	$300.00 
	$400.00 
	$100.00 

	8
	Ceremony location
	$500.00 
	 
	($500.00)

	9
	Caterer  (plated, buffet, hors d’oeuvres etc…)
	$4,000.00 
	 
	($4,000.00)

	10
	Florist
	$1,000.00 
	$1,000.00 
	 

	11
	Tuxedo (mens' formalwear)
	$250.00 
	$100.00 
	($150.00)

	12
	Decorations  (twinkle lights and tulle etc...)
	$500.00 
	$200.00 
	($300.00)

	13
	Cake
	$250.00 
	$200.00 
	($50.00)

	14
	Beverages (host or cash bar?)
	$3,000.00 
	$1,900.00 
	($1,100.00)

	15
	Rentals (Arch, tables, linens, crystal, dancefloor etc…)
	$450.00 
	$200.00 
	($250.00)

	16
	Stationery (announcements, invitations etc…)
	$250.00 
	$200.00 
	($50.00)

	17
	Transportation (limo or carriage etc…)
	$250.00 
	$200.00 
	($50.00)

	18
	Gifts (attendants, family etc…)
	$250.00 
	$150.00 
	($100.00)

	Totals:
	 
	$20,000.00 
	$20,000.00 
	 $                     -   

	 
	Jewelry (engagement and wedding rings)
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Mother and Bridesmaids Dresses
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Consultant/Planner
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Health & Beauty (cosmetic, nails, tanning, hair etc…)
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Dance Lessons
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Honeymoon
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Trousseau
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Miscellaneous
	 
	 
	 

	
	Total Projected Budget:  $20,000
	
	
	

	
	Number of guests:  100
	
	
	


